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Great Falls 
Residents Question 

Proposed Grocery Store 
News, Page 5

Life in a ‘Bad Place’
Opinion, Page 4

Celebrating Reopening in Great Falls
News, Page 3

Michael J. Kearney, proprietor of The Old Brogue (back row, third 
from left) joins Franz and Sally Jaggar as they enjoy their lunch 
outdoors during Phase One of Governor Northam’s reopening plan. 
Restaurant manager, Frances Duggan (front row, third from left), 
Kearney and staff show heart hands appreciation to all.
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703-836-1111   |   301-637-7163   |   JoeHadeed.com

We Understand These are Uncertain Times But We Will Remain 
Open Ready to Serve Our Customers and Community. Keeping 
You Safe Is Our Top Priority So We Are Adhering To Rigorous 

Health and Safety Protocols Keeping Your Rugs Clean 
From Dirt, Allergens, and Bacteria.  

SAFeTY IS OUR 
TOP PRIORITY!

We Are Adhering to 
Rigorous Health & Safety 
Protocols to Protect You 

and Our Associates.

TRUST THe 
RUg exPeRTS!
We Remain Committed 
to Keeping Your Rugs 

Clean From Dirt, 
Allergens, and Bacteria. 

OUR VeRY 
BeST OFFeRS!

We’ve extended Our Best 
Offers So That You Can 
Help Protect Your Home 
From the Covid-19 Virus. 

Sanitize, DiSinfect, & anti-ViruS treatment!

Hadeed is Your Source 
for Sanitizing, Disinfecting, 
Anti-Virus Treatment, and 
Pet Stains & Dander for 
All Your Rugs, Carpets, 
Upholstery & Floors

50%
OFF*

Sanitize, Disinfect and
anti-Virus treatment of rugs

 With In-Plant Cleaning. Expires 6/21/20. Not valid w/any other offers.

15%
Off *

In-Plant Rug Cleaning
 Expires 6/21/20. Not valid w/any other offers.

20%
Off *

Wall-To-Wall Carpet Steam Cleaning
 Expires 6/21/20. Not valid w/any other offers.

free curbside Pickup & Delivery!
To help protect you and our associates we are now offering to pickup & deliver 
your rugs to your doorstep. Our associates will wear gloves, masks, & booties 
when picking up & delivering your rugs and at all of our convenient locations.

†Available in MD, DC,  & VA. Min. order required, some restrictions apply. Doesn’t
include breakables. Call for details. Some addit’l fees may apply. All offers expire 6/21/20.

301-982-1111  |  JoeHadeed.com

Hadeed Oriental Rug Cleaning & In-Home Services Dropoff Locations:

» 535 W. Maple Ave. • Vienna, VA
» 4918 Wisconsin Ave. • DC/MD
» 330 N. Stonestreet Ave • DC/MD

» 3206 Duke St. • Alexandria, VA
» 6628 electronic Dr. • Springfield VA
» 3116 W. Moore St. • Richmond VA

Our exclusive 
Pet Stain 
Formula Will 
Remove Most 
Pet Stains & 
Odors!

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Free Estimates 703-999-2928

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air       
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

News

A Message for the Museum
Great Falls resident Maddie Fiorenini in St Michael’s over the weekend:  St Michael’s has 
asked if they can take her sign from yesterday and display it at the Reginald F. Lewis Museum 
in Baltimore. “My friends deserve to feel as safe and respected as I do!”

Photo contributed
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News

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

 

A
t the Village Centre in Great Falls 
near the corner of Georgetown 
Pike and Walker Road, The Old 
Brogue stood reopened for out-

door canopy dining on its courtyard and 
continued curbside pickup and delivery. 
The iconic local haunt is a classic Irish tav-
ern, beers on tap, friendly atmosphere and 
lively bands. It has served the Great Falls 
community since 1981, under Proprietor 
Mike Kearney’s leadership. Seven days af-
ter reopening under Phase One of Governor 
Northam’s Forward Virginia plan, it drew a 
steady stream of lunchtime diners.

“We love The Old Brogue and supporting 
small businesses in our neighborhood,” said 
Helga Morris of Great Falls as she waited 
with children at the hostess table. “And I’m 
so glad to be out of my house.” Sally and 
Franz Jaggar sat in the courtyard, enjoying 
their lunch. Franz said, “If The Old Brogue 
didn’t come back, we’d just have to leave.”

Kearney said, “The Old Brogue and Ka-
tie’s Coffee House has been blessed with 
the Great Falls Community support for over 
39 years! Over the last 12 weeks, the com-
munity love and support have really shown 
through for all of our 84 employees. We have 
been trying to keep all of our employees ac-
tive through these trying times, so we have 
reinvented ourselves with curbside pickup 
and delivery as well as ‘Feed the Frontliners’ 
program. Over the last 12 weeks, we have 
been able to feed more than 1800 people 
through our ‘Feed the Frontliners’ commu-
nity support program. We have been able to 
feed doctors, nurses, Safeway employees, 
postal employees, local police officers, fire-
fighters and needy homeless people at the 
Missionaries of Charity in Anacostia, Wash-
ington D.C. We are also proud to say that 
through our safety program we’ve had zero 
primary cases of Covid19 in our staff. We are 
thankful to the state for allowing us to go 
into Phase 1 which allows our outdoor pati-
os to be occupied with cheerful and familiar 
faces and we look forward to Phase 2 in the 
upcoming weeks where we can actually get 
our loyal customers back inside. We hope to 
see you soon.”

Thelo Greek Bakery 
& Grill Prepares  
To Open

Some people may think it crazy for a new 
food establishment to open now. The novel 
coronavirus caused so many restaurants and 
cafes to collapse with others screeching to 
a halt and pivoting to survive. Then again, 
they haven’t met scrappy John Panas, own-
er of Thelo Greek Bakery & Grill, located at 
10123 Colvin Run Road in Great Falls. Panas 

Croissants, muffins, village bread, square 
cakes, pastries and more are some of the 
bakery’s stars. Coffee and drinks will be 
available with the option for patrons to en-
joy the fare at the bistro tables out front. 
“The bakery will open at 7 a.m. Fresh bread 
every day,” Panas said. “Then at 11 (in the 
morning), we begin carryout (and delivery) 
until 9,” he said. On Friday, June 3, Panas 
and others continued putting the finish-
ing touches in place, checking the ovens 
and then sitting down for a morning break 
of crusty Greek bread. Check the website 
https://www.thelogreek.com for updates on 
opening day and time.

Great Falls food establishments, old and new, open under Phase One.

Celebrating Reopening in Great Falls

John Panas, owner Thelo Greek Bakery & Grill in Great Falls, samples bread made 
by Master Artisan Baker, Javier Fuentes as his friend, Peter Firippis takes home a 
sample loaf.

At The Old Brogue in Great Falls, hostess Sophie Tesfai uses an infrared thermom-
eter to take the temperatures of prospective patrons, screening them for possible 
COVID-19 symptoms.

refused to let COVID-19 shatter his dream. 
For more than 50 years, restaurants and au-
thentic Greek food have been Panas’ passion. 
He is a step away from the soft opening of 
his newest establishment planned the week 
of June 14. “I believe in wonderful food...a 
four-star value but at $10-$21. I want peo-
ple to get their money’s worth,” Panas said. 
“Our food reflects my taste, my travels, my 
restaurants, my background.”

According to Panas, what will enable his 
new food establishment to be viable is its 
business plan and model. The bakery and 
grill occupy a small physical footprint with 
no indoor dining but a daily menu of au-
thentic Greek carryout/delivery and artisan 
bakery choices, augmented by a catering 
service. If the customer wants something 
specific and it can be done, we will do it,” 
he said.

“The Old Brogue and 
Katie’s Coffee House 
has been blessed with 
the Great Falls Com-
munity support for 
over 39 years! Over 
the last 12 weeks, the 
community love and 
support have really 
shown through for all 
of our 84 employees.”

— Michael J. Kearney,  
proprietor of The Old Brogue

Michael J. Kearney, proprietor of The Old 
Brogue (back row, third from left) joins 
Franz and Sally Jaggar as they enjoy their 
lunch outdoors during Phase One of Gov-
ernor Northam’s reopening plan. Restau-
rant manager, Frances Duggan (front row, 
third from left), Kearney and staff show 
heart hands appreciation to all.

Photos by Mercia Hobson/The Connection
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Opinion

See Reflections, Page 7

O
n Friday, June 5, Fairfax Police re-
sponded to a call about a man in 
distress in the Mount Vernon area 
of Fairfax County. Body-cam foot-

age and bystander video reviewed by the Fair-
fax NAACP appears to show a man in distress, 
however, he does not appear to be a danger 
to himself or others. FCPD Officer Tyler Tim-
berlake arrived on scene and immediately de-
ployed his taser. The first officer on scene, who 
spent the first few minutes of the tape trying 
to calm the man down, is confused and says, 
“Does he have warrants?” 

Timberlake than put his knee on the back of 
this man’s neck, while both cops and at least 
two EMTs piled on to the man as he cries out:

“Deedee, I can’t breathe.” 
Timberlake used his taser on the man at least 

two more times while he was already facedown 
on the ground.

The Fairfax County Police and Common-

wealth’s Attorney moved swiftly to charge of-
ficer Timberlake with assault and battery, an-
nouncing the charges at press conference on 
Saturday night.

Fairfax NAACP President Sean Perryman:
 “I commend Chief Roessler and Common-

wealth Attorney Descano for moving quickly to 
charge and arrest the officer that assaulted a 

man clearly in distress and in need of help. This 
latest video is a testament that Fairfax County 
is not immune to police violence. We already 
know that use of force is disproportionately 
used against Black members of the community. 

“Although we saw the county move swiftly 
to arrest this officer, we do not know what the 
official story would be without body cam and 
bystander video. Most officers in Fairfax are not 
equipped with a body camera and the Board of 
Supervisors has chosen to delay the roll out of 
body-worn cameras.

“The community needs increased account-
ability and transparency for its officers. And we 
need to reduce the interaction of Black people 
with armed officers because we see time and 
time again that we are viewed as a threat. This 
incident should never have happened.”

The Fairfax NAACP is working with individu-
als and ally organizations to develop a host of 
changes to the way policing is conducted in the 
county. Advocating for how police respond to 
people in mental health distress is just one such 
change, and we will be unveiling the full list of 
our proposals in the coming days.

Fairfax NAACP calls for major changes for 
FCPS following assault charge for FCPD.

Fairfax NAACP: Police Must Be Held 
to a Higher Standard

By Ricshawn Adkins Roane 
 

One week after George Floyd was ex-
ecuted in broad daylight on a busy 
city street over an alleged $20 dollar 

counterfeit bill, we crossed into South Dakota’s 
Badlands National Park. My 7-year old’s joy was 
unrestrained. It was probably the joy of being 
unleashed after a 10-hour RV ride. To me, the 
photo my 12-yr old took captured a hopefulness 
and enthusiasm for life that was wholly incon-
sistent with the last week.

We had reserved the RV the previous Sunday 
- a seemingly fail proof plan to travel self-con-
tained during a global pandemic with me, my 
husband and our three kids and two nieces (all 
aged 7-14). For the previous 11 weeks, the kids 
had been confined to a narrow 2 mile existence 
between our home and my sister’s. This trip 
was meant to be an escape from our Coronavi-
rus-necessitated confinement.

The excitement our family felt as they sent 
us off was tempered by something else: a wea-
ried wariness embedded in exhortations to be 
careful, stay safe, and call us when you get 
there; and fear - they were fearful for us, an 
African-American family planning to visit state 
and national parks, long seen as the purview of 
White America, when the country was erupting 
around us. We had already been laboring un-
der the disproportionate impact COVID-19 was 
having on the lives and livelihoods of Black and 
Brown communities. And then we all watched 
as a White police officer, sworn to protect and 

serve, kneeled for 9 minutes on the neck of a 
Black man who pleaded for breath while hand-
cuffed and facedown on hot asphalt.

As we left Virginia, there was a common re-
frain: Avoid Michigan - the armed White mili-
tias that stormed the capital might be looking 
for trouble. Avoid Minneapolis where White po-

lice officers can execute Black men with seem-
ing impunity (it had taken 5 days for the officer 
who had squeezed the breath out of George 
Floyd to be arrested).

While at Cuyahoga Valley National Park, I 
found myself making sure I smiled harder than 
necessary, trying to appear less threatening to 
the White folks we passed. Not necessarily for 
my safety, but for that of my African-American 
husband and my son, the same age as Tamir 
Rice was when he was gunned down in near-
by Cleveland over a toy gun. Everything about 
the trip was fraught - from the interstate high-
way system that made our journey possible but 
whose creation had torn apart thriving Black 
communities to what should have been an inno-
cent bird watching expedition (remember what 
happened in the Brambles). From the “Police 
Lives Matter” sticker on the back of a pickup at 
one of the campgrounds we visited to the util-
ity vehicles blocking exits to downtown Chica-
go as we traveled along I-90/94 West. At every 
stop for gas or other necessities, the Coronavi-
rus pandemic wasn’t my primary concern, the 
pandemic of racism and possible assault on the 
brown bodies traveling with me was. Would the 
crisp $50 bills the ATM dispensed be mistaken 
for counterfeit tender?

As we crossed into South Dakota from Minne-
sota, my 7 year old son asked if we were close 
to “the “Bad Place,” the name he recalled for 
the Badlands. The nation’s first peoples, whose 
lands were systematically dispossessed and 
whose people were systematically exterminat-
ed, named this area mako sica (land bad) be-
cause of the harsh and unforgiving landscape. 

The photo capturing a hopefulness and 
enthusiasm for life that was wholly incon-
sistent with the last week.

Praying for a nation that will move from being 
‘not racist’ to affirmatively becoming antiracist.

Reflections on a ‘Bad Place’

“The community needs 
increased accountabili-
ty and transparency for 
its officers.”

— Sean Perryman,  
Fairfax NAACP President
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T H E  K E N S I N G T O N  R E S T O N  

I N V I T E S  Y O U  T O  A  

V I R T U A L  I N F O R M A T I O N  C E N T E R  

O P E N  H O U S E

In the spirit of care and safety, please meet us 
virtually for an Open House: 

Thursday, June 18, 2020 from 4pm-7pm 
Schedule your virtual visit by calling (571) 424-8100

THE KENSINGTON RESTON is a new senior 
living community, currently under development 
on Sunrise Valley Drive, adjacent to Reston 
National Golf Course. It’s a dream come true 

for our Kensington founders, who sought to build a 
residence where they’d want their own parents to live— 
if needed and right in their own home town. 

We are planning to officially open our doors next year. 
But, we have already begun to assemble a team of 
best-in-class professionals and partners who will deliver 
the full spectrum of clinical care and uncompromising 
service for which The Kensington is known. 

For example, our excellent staff-to-resident ratios will help deepen 
connections in extraordinary ways between caregivers and residents.  
We will welcome couples, even if the needs of one partner are not the 
same as they other. And, we will provide three distinct levels of memory 
care that enable us to address even the slightest signs of decline—long 
before they compromise safety, morale and overall quality of life.  

We recognize that our introduction to the neighborhood comes at a 
difficult time, in light of COVID-19’s impact on our families. Even so, 
our commitment to preserve the well-being of senior adults is stronger 
than ever. We continue to uphold our promise to love and care for your 
family as we do our own. 

Please join us for a virtual open house so we can get acquainted. There’s 
lots to tell, but more importantly, lots to learn about you. 

Give us a call at (571) 494-8100 to schedule your virtual visit. 

We can’t wait to get to know you better and to introduce you to the 
profound devotion to family that comes with residency at The Kensington.

(571) 494-8100  |  11501 Sunrise Valley Drive  |  Reston, VA 20191 
www.TheKensingtonReston.com

Opening 
Early Next 
Year, but... 
ACT NOW 

for Exclusive  
Charter Club 
membership 

benefits

IN GREAT FALLS

731-C WALKER RD.· GREAT FALLS, VA
State Farm Insurance Companies
 Home Office Bloomington, Illinois

AUTO• HOME  • LIFE
FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Like A Good Neighbor, State Farm Is There.®

www.gstephendulaney.com

Open Saturdays
Complementary Insurance and Financial Review

Proud Supporter of Military Appreciation Mondays

Visit

State Farm Insurance
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An expert is someone  who knows some 
of the worst mistakes that can be made
 in his subject and how to avoid them. 

-Werner Heisenberg

ClassifiedClassified
To Advertise in This Paper, Call by Monday 11:00 am 703-778-9411

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Forget Daily 
Commuting
Print and digital media  

sales  consultant for area’s 
most popular and trusted 

local news source

  Manage your own hours from home
Enjoyfexibleschedule
plusnodailycommute

Helplocalbusinessesgrow
Uniqueopportunitytobea
voiceinyourcommunity
Competitivecompensation

Call Jerry Vernon

703-549-0004
Connection Newspapers & Digital  Media

Trusted Connection to Local Communities

Employment

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)(2628)

Ad Network

M
ore than 50 Great 
Falls residents par-
ticipated in a virtual 
town hall meeting 

on Wednesday, June 3, 2020. 
Hosted by Great Falls Citizens 
Association, the meeting focused 
on plans by LIDL USA to build a 
29,000 sq. ft. supermarket with a 
175-car parking lot at Springvale 
Road and Leesburg Pike (Route 
7). The nearly 6 acre, residential-
ly-zoned site has been occupied 
by Meadows Farms Nursery since 
the 1980s under a special excep-
tion. This meeting followed LIDL’s 
initial unveiling of its proposal 
in November 2019 to the GFCA 
Land Use and Zoning Committee.

At the GFCA meeting, two LIDL 
representatives and their attorney made a presenta-
tion that included concepts of what the store and its 
parking lot might look like. They said that Great Falls 
residents have few grocery shopping options, and that 
they investigated other nearby sites but found that 
there is a scarcity of available, commercially zoned 
real estate in the area.  

LIDL had commissioned a survey of 14,000 nearby 
residents along the Route 7 corridor within a 2.5-mile 
radius of the proposed store. Of the 900 responses, 46 
percent reportedly favored a new LIDL store; the LIDL 
representatives did not discuss the views of the other 
54 percent of respondents.

While LIDL’s survey focused on consumer preferenc-
es for a particular grocery chain, a survey conducted 
by the GFCA Land Use and Zoning Committee (LUZ) 
reported that a separate survey of GFCA members 
found that 91 percent opposed the zoning change. 
Several questions arose among the virtual townhall 
participants.

DO GREAT FALLS RESIDENTS NEED another grocery 
store? What would be the store’s impact on noise, traf-
fic, and safety along Springvale Road? The only access 
to a new store will be an entry point on Springvale 
Road. Lidl said they had only begun to look at possi-
ble traffic impacts. Nearby residents from Springvale 
Woods HOA expressed concern that their children, 
who board county school buses in areas adjacent to 
the store, may be jeopardized with the introduction of 
much more traffic in and out of the Lidl store. Jennifer 

Falcone, LUZ Chair, expressed doubts about locating 
a major retail operation at this busy intersection and 
said it would most likely aggravate traffic conditions 
and contribute to gridlock, even with the new Route 
7 widening.

Neighbors also noted that the noise, stormwater 
and litter from a large paved parking lot are likely to 
rise; Meadows Farm is not open at night as this store 
would be, and noise from daily overnight deliveries 
and garbage pickups would mar this section of Great 
Falls. LUZ has been monitoring storm water issues for 
other county-approved developments and has found 
that even with the use of “Best Management Practic-
es”, significant failures still occur.

How would it affect the Fairfax County Comprehen-
sive Plan?  Residents noted that the comprehensive 
plan does not permit the commercialization of Route 
7 from the Loudoun County line to Tysons. Allowing 
changes such as those proposed by Lidl could convert 
this stretch into a series of strip malls like those in 
Sterling. Other residents pointed out that if the Lidl 
store were to fail, no one knows what type of store, if 
any, would replace it. Another resident said that the 
precedent this zoning exception presents is unfavor-
able for the type of community Great Falls residents 
have been trying to preserve. Others mentioned that 
there are vacant retail spaces in the area and urged 
LIDL to consider those. 

News

Architectural Rendering Courtesy of LIDL USA

Great Falls Residents Question 
Proposed Grocery Store

See LILD, Page 7
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

... is greatly exaggerated.” So said Mark Twain. 
So said W.C. Fields. And so said Kenny Lourie. 
And the reason I am now saying it is because of 
what correspondence I received in my personal 
inbox accessed through my HMO’s online site. 
What I received was a condolence letter (sort 
of a form letter, quite frankly), addressed to the 
Lourie family from my oncologist expressing his 
sadness at my “passing” and his “privilege to have 
participated in the care of Kenneth Blacker Lourie” 
(me). Then, a bit later in the day, I received a cell-
phone call from an unknown number (so I didn’t 
answer it) but apparently, it knew me as a voice 
mail message was indicated. I entered my code 
and listened in associated shock as I heard my 
oncologist speak in a very heartfelt way about his 
“sadness” yet again concerning the death of yours 
truly. He spoke for nearly a minute, hemming and 
hawing and occasionally hesitating as if at a loss 
for words. Compared to the email, this message 
was personalized. Reading and then hearing what I 
have just written was an out-of-body experience of 
sorts, almost as if I was attending my own funeral 
and listening to the eulogies while standing off in 
the distance.

This experience was not totally unfamiliar to 
me. In fact, once before, pre-cancer, something 
similar happened though it was more curious than 
morbid. Scanning the Obituary section of The 
Washington Post, I noticed - for the first time, pho-
tos of the many of the deceased were a part of the 
page. They were located above the agatetype and 
mostly in black and white. Catching my attention 
as they did, I randomly went to the top right corner 
of the right-side page where I saw a photograph of 
an African-American man. Unknown to me except 
for one extraordinary fact. Printed below his photo 
was his date of birth: 9/30/54. The same as mine. 
It took my breath away. I have to tell you, seeing 
one’s date of birth listed in the obituary section is a 
peculiar kind of the-future-being-now.

Subsequently, I was diagnosed with “terminal 
‘’ non small cell lung cancer, stage IV and given a 
“13 month to two year” prognosis. And though my 
presumptive death was not listed in the obituary 
section, its inevitability was implanted in my 
brain where it has been gnawing at me since late 
February, 2009. And for the last 11-plus years, as 
you regular readers know, I have ebbed and flowed 
with the varying medicines and protocols which 
have amazingly managed to extend my life way 
beyond my oncologist’s expectations, and never 
once had I being given last rites, so to speak, or 
advised to “get my things in order.” Until today, 
that is.

After I thought a bit about what I had read and 
heard, a part of me drifted back in time to the 1999 
Bruce Willis movie “The Sixth Sense” and whether 
unlike Haley Joel Osment, I was actually dead 
already. Being alone in my house with nobody to 
snap me out of my delusion, for all I knew, this is 
what death feels like. Nevertheless, I continued 
with my normal routine, presuming I was still alive 
and sure enough, it soon became clear that I was 
indeed still alive.

But my oncologist and maybe even my endo-
crinologist - with whom I have an appointment 
Monday, June 8th might think otherwise. And not 
that their thinking ‘otherwise’ will change their 
lives, but knowing what they think they know 
rather than what is actually true might blip their 
radar and cause some emotional misdirection. 
After all, they’re only human and even though I 
might not be their most memorable patient, given 
my unexpectedly long life post diagnosis, I feel I’m 
not so easily forgettable either. Not dying does that 
to a person’s “pagh,” to invoke “the spiritual force 
inherent in all sentient beings” as believed by the 
inhabitants of Bajor. (See Major Kira Nerysfrom 
“Deep Space Nine.”) 

For the moment/immediate future though, I am 
still present and accounted for. I just hope all my 
medical appointments haven’t been automatically 
cancelled since I’m still a living and breathing 
cancer patient, and that’s no exaggeration.

“The News of 
My Death ...
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Good is not 
good, where 

better is 
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

Winter Cleanup...

J.E.S. Services

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-772-0500

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

Patios & Drainage

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Fairfax C
onnection  ❖  February 2-8, 2017  ❖  1

www.ConnectionNewspape
rs.com

Attention Postmaster:

Time sensitive material.

Requested in home 2-3-2017

PRSRT STD

U.S. Postage

PAID

Easton, MD

PERMIT #322

online at www.connectionnewspape
rs.com

O
pi

n
io

n
, P

ag
e 

6
  

❖
  

E
n
te

rt
ai

n
m

en
t,

 P
ag

e 
11

  
❖

  
C

la
ss

if
ie

d
, P

ag
e 

14

February 2-8, 2017

P
h
o
t
o
 c

o
n
t
r
ib

u
t
ed

FairfaxFairfax
Wellbein

g
Wellbein

g
Wellbein

g
Page 8

Left, U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly

(D-11) demands attorneys be

granted access to detainees at

Dulles airport Sunday Jan. 29.

The Candidates (for Mayor)

In Their Own Words

News, Page 4

A Weekend Full of

Chocolate Fun

Entertainment, Page 10

The Candidates (for Mayor)

In Their Own Words

News, Page 4

A Weekend Full of

Chocolate Fun

Entertainment, Page 10

Protest Rallies Held at Dulles

News, Page 3

Protest Rallies Held at Dulles

News, Page 3
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Aircraft Noise Soars
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Tech Trends

In 2017
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Planning for Summer Camp
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Kimberly Palmer,

author of “Smart

Mom, Rich Mom,”

will share insights

at the Potomac

Library on Satur-

day, Jan. 28.
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Democratic Disunity
News, Page 3

Resistance, the Arlington Way
News, Page 4

Planning for Summer Camp
A+, Page 11

Page 11

A Women’sMarch onWashingtonflyer distrib-uted byArlingtoniansDebra
Stephens(left) andLisa Backerat WestoverMarket. Seestory, page 4.
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Helen Slade of New York’s Cotton Club

brought the audience to its feet with songs

such as “We Shall Overcome” at the Martin

Luther King, Jr. Tribute Concert on Sunday,

Jan. 15 in the Wakefield High School

auditorium. In a highlight of the evening,

Slade invited children from the audience

to dance and sing with her on stage.

Voices in
Unison

News, Page 3

Voices in
Unison

News, Page 3
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“I know! I know!”
Many of the students
were eager to answer
“Mr. Jefferson’s” (Bill
Barker) questions
during the living
history assembly at
Armstrong Elementary.

MLK Keynote:
From Obama to Trump
News, Page 3

Communities Practice
Disaster Recovery
News, Page 12

MLK Keynote:
From Obama to Trump

Communities Practice
Disaster Recovery

Close Encounters
With History

A+, Page 6

Close Encounters
With History
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Happy New YearThe fireworks finale of First Night Alexandria provides the backdrop to a selfie for

a couple celebrating New Year’s Eve on King Street. See story and more photos on

page 3.
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F or the City Council, thelargest looming issue inthe upcoming months of2017 is always the city’s
budget. The routine is fairly simi-
lar year after year: the city and
school system haggle to a compro-
mise over expanding school enroll-ment costs whileother city depart-ments rotatethrough yearly bud-get increases anddecreases. But this

year, according to the City Coun-
cil, the budget process is shaping
up to look a little more dire than
usual.

“The budget isgoing to be a verybig deal,” saidC o u n c i l m a nTimothy Lovain.“It always is. It’sour main busi-ness, but it will beparticularly chal-lenging withMetro needs,school needs, andother infrastruc-ture. Those capi-tal needs are criti-cal to the futureof the city. Weneed to address them as best we
can.”

While school capacity needs
generally take the largest focus in
the budget discussion, this year a
Metro system in crisis and crum-
bling city infrastructure are mus-
cling into the spotlight. The issues
being discussed and weighed
aren’t new, but Councilman Paul

Smedberg says the scale of the
demands exceeds previous years.

“We’ve had these issues before,
but the dollar amounts and the
size is bigger,” said Smedberg.
“Schools, infrastructure, and
transportation are all core to what
we do. How we prioritize the rest
is what we have to decide.”Across the council, schools, in-

frastructure, and transportation
are agreed to be the core budget
priorities in 2016.“Blooming student enrollment

in the schools also presents a real
challenge,” said Lovain. “It largely
shows up for us in school construc-
tion funding needs. It’s a happy
problem, it’s a compliment to our
system, but we’re adding so many
students. There’s a structural defi-cit we face. [Our]needs are grow-ing faster thanrevenues. Thatshows up on thecapital side andfor schools.”

In terms ofcapital costs, theapproved Alexan-dria City PublicSchools (ACPS)FY 2017 - FY2026 Capital Im-provement Plan(CIP) budget lastyear totaled
$273,988,551. The FY 2018 - FY
2027 CIP proposed by Superinten-
dent Alvin Crawley raises that 10-
year total to $515,739,655.“We need to expand the num-

ber of schools that we have and
somehow or another accommo-
date renovations and expansion,
maybe building a whole new

In the RedSchools, Metro, and infrastructure
form trinity of 2017city budget priorities.

WellbeingWellbeing
Page 14

“We’re not goingto be able to makeeverybody happybut we wereelected to makehard decisions.”
— CouncilmanWillie Bailey

The Year
Ahead

Sign up for
FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

I looked into his beautiful, searching eyes 
and silently prayed a prayer of protection 
for the little brown boys who will grow 
into Black men and wondered how long I 
would be able to keep him and his brother 
safe from the bad place that would follow 
them their whole lives, just as it has for my 
husband, my father, and their fathers before 
them. How do you protect someone from 
the bad place when it is all around us: the 
water you drink, the equitable health access 
and treatment you don’t receive, the justice 
that is consistently denied, and for far too 
many, the use of force too capriciously and 
extremely applied.

For all of our sakes, I hope this moment 
doesn’t end up being just the latest in a long 
string of state sanctioned violence against 
Black and Brown bodies; I pray instead for a 
nation that will move from being “not racist” 
to affirmatively becoming antiracist and de-
veloping the moral conviction and political 
will to exterminate the bad places.

If you have the opportunity to visit the 
Badlands, I highly recommend it; it is ter-
rifyingly beautiful, hars h and life giving at 
the same time. Come to think of it, it’s not 
unlike the gauntlet Black bodies run daily in 
this bad place.

Ricshawn Adkins Roane is an Afri-
can-American daughter, sister, wife, and 
mother living in Great Falls.

NOT ALL PARTICIPANTS opposed a LIDL 
store. One resident said a Great Falls loca-
tion would mitigate lengthy drives to Lidl 
stores further west. A local architect and 
Great Falls resident also offered supporting 
comments, noting that any rezoning should 
include criterion of traffic volumes and pat-
terns, light and sound transmission, and ap-
propriate visual and sound screens. 

Lynne Strobel, LIDL’s attorney, noted that 
an evaluation of the property is still being 
conducted and the company continues its 
current outreach to the community.  Should 
LIDL proceed with the project, Lidl would 
seek an amendment to the Comprehensive 
Plan, and then a rezoning. 

GFCA Position
On May 21, GFCA sent a formal expres-

sion of opposition to Dranesville Supervisor 
John Foust and Fairfax County Planning 
Commissioner John Ulfelder.  GFCA’s posi-
tion is that redevelopment along the Route 
7 corridor would create substantial adverse 
impact on adjacent residential communi-
ties and would change the character of the 
road. leading to the erosion of its natural 
appearances.  Action by Supervisor Foust on 
the proposal would be the first step in the 
process of amending the County’s Compre-
hensive Plan.  That action could redefine the 
stretch of the Route 7 Corridor between the 
Tysons area and the Loudoun County Line.

From Page 5

LIDL
From Page 6

Reflections

Opinion
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Work with the #1 Realtor
Dianne Van Volkenburg and 
her team of real estate agents 
and maketing specialists are 
unsurpassed in providing first-class 
service to buyers and sellers. In fact, 
Dianne and her team have one of 
the highest rates of repeat clients 
in all of Northern Virginia as former 
clients, families and friends trust 
them for their real estate needs.

Inventory is Low - Call Me Today

McLean                          $2,399,500

Great Falls                           $2,599,000 Great Falls                       $2,650,000

Great Falls                        $1,299,000

Great Falls                        $2,399,000McLean                     $2,269,000

Great Falls                           $2,690,000Great Falls                                     $1,099,000

JUNE DELIVERY

  8.9 ACRES

    N
EW LISTING

 5 ACRES + POOL

Great Time To List Your Home

 NEW CONSTRUCTION

9841 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066

 703-759-9190 • GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

703-757-3222
sales@GreatFallsGreatHomes.com 

    C
OMPLETLEY REMODELED

Buyer Activity Has Spiked

      
   N

EW CONSTRUCTION


